SMALLPOX AND TACCIXATION
cination. India has been always plagued
with smallpox. Prlngle wrote: "If chol-
era carries off hundreds every year, if
the victims of famine were to be counted
by thousands, these are but infinitesimal
quantities beside the frightful devasta-
tion caused in India by smallpox," The
disease has raged epidemically with a
cycle of about seven years. During these
epidemic periods the disease was of the
most malignant confluent kind, from
which few of either natives or Europeans
escaped, many of them dying on the firsts
second, or third day of the eruption. It
struck the lowest and highest born in the
land, claiming in one ruling family be-
tween the fifteenth and eighteenth cen-
turies five out of the sixteen- Maharajahs.
It is not to be wondered at that small-
pox became so firmly established in
India, The great mass of the population
lives in villages which are collections of
small attached tenements separated by
narrow streets or lanes. The tenement
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